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Summer surge
Recreation trends have Grand County preparing 
for what could be its busiest season ever
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POW camp that may 
have sat in path of proposed 
Fraser Valley Parkway could 
mean end of project
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COURTESY C LAZY U

Longtime C Lazy U employee Jude Dwyer cuts the ribbon on reopening day, April 1. The ranch was closed for 168 days following the East Troublesome Fire. 

McKenna Harford
mharford@skyhinews.com

Lining the winding gravel road into C Lazy U, 
the scorched patches of landscape dotted with 
blackened trees, from where the East Trouble-
some Fire burned in October, are now starting 
to show new signs of life just in time for guests.

After 168 days closed, Granby’s guest ranch 
welcomed its first visitors on April 1 since the 
fire.

“It’s been a really nice start,” C Lazy U Gen-
eral Manager David Craig said. “I think that 
phrase coming out of the ashes does apply 

here.”
C Lazy U closed on Oct. 15, before the East 

Troublesome Fire caused the ranch to evac-
uate, and, shortly after, moved their herd of 
over 200 horses to safety. Then, on Oct. 21, the 
fire exploded across roughly 16 miles of Grand 
County, including through the heart of C Lazy 
U.

The ranch lost a number of buildings, in-
cluding eight member homes, a workforce 
housing unit and its historic 99-year-old barn, 
while several others were damaged.

C Lazy U welcomes guests again after fire

C LAZY U, 7

C Lazy U’s iconic 
99-year-old barn 
burned in the East 
Troublesome Fire, 
but the ranch is 
working to rebuild. 
In the meantime, 
a temporary barn 
structure has been 
set up. 
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 A ranch reborn


